
We are pleased to announce the 6th North American Aortic Valve Repair Symposium (AVRS) on Friday 
and Saturday, September 6-7, 2024 at Sofitel Philadelphia located at 120 S. 17th St, Philadelphia, PA 
19103 just steps away from beautiful Rittenhouse Square. As an exhibitor, you will have the opportunity 
to meet one-on-one with many physicians and providers in an informal environment. This high-level 
and engaging symposium is designed to meet the educational needs of cardiac surgeons, cardiac 
anesthesiologists, cardiologists, perfusionists, residents, fellows, advanced practice providers, nurses 
and other members of the care team with an interest in aortic valve repair. Anticipated attendance is 
175-200 learners and faculty.

Time has been allotted throughout the two-day program for attendees to visit the exhibit hall, where 
all buffet meal functions and breaks are served.  In compliance with ACCME guidelines, all exhibits will 
be located separately from the educational activity. All companies are invited to exhibit at our course; 
however, space is limited and cannot be reserved without a completed Exhibitor Agreement.  

AVRS Exhibit Opportunities Include: 
● $15,000 – Sapphire Exhibit

o (7) AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Badges (Both Days)
o (2) Draped 6-foot tables
o Recognition of your company support in AVRS Promotional E-blasts
o Recognition of your company support on housekeeping slides displayed before, and

during breaks from the educational program
o Premier Placement of Company Logo on AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Signage
o Verbal recognition of your support before the start of the educational program

● $10,000 – Garnet Exhibit
o (5) AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Badges (Both Days)
o (2) Draped 6-foot table
o Recognition of your company support in AVRS Promotional E-blasts
o Recognition of your company support on housekeeping slides displayed before and

during breaks from the educational program
o Special Placement of Company Logo on AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Signage
o Verbal recognition of your support before the start of the educational program

● $7,500 – Emerald Exhibit
o (4) AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Badges (Both Days)
o (1) Draped 6-foot table
o Recognition of your company support in AVRS Promotional E-blasts
o Recognition of your company support on housekeeping slides displayed before, and

during breaks from the educational program
o Company Logo on AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Signage



● $5,000 – Ruby Exhibit
o (3) AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Badges (Both Days)
o (1) Draped 6-foot table
o Recognition of your company support in AVRS Promotional E-blasts
o Recognition of your company support on housekeeping slides displayed prior to, and

during breaks from the educational program
o Company Logo on AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Signage

● $3,500 – Pearl Exhibit
o (2) AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Badges (Both Days)
o (1) Draped 6-foot table
o Recognition of your company support in AVRS Promotional E-blasts
o Recognition of your company support on housekeeping slides displayed before, and

during breaks from the educational program
o Company Name on AVRS 2024 Exhibitor Signage

BREAKFAST SYMPOSIUM $20,000. (One sponsorship opportunity is available.) 
DAY 2 – Saturday, September 7, 2024, 7:00 AM – 7:35 AM 

* Time is subject to change based on the final program.
Present the latest information regarding clinical research or product development to meeting 

attendees during a 35-minute session. Your company will be highlighted in emails sent in advance of 
the event. Food, beverage, and audiovisual are included in this package, which is available only as an 

add-on to Garnet or higher exhibitor registration.

Several custom add-on packages (i.e. cell charging station, satellite symposia, attendee lounge, 
meal/break functions) are also available with exhibitor packages (ruby level and above).  Please get in 
touch with us for further details.    

In accordance with ACCME Guidelines, all exhibitors will be acknowledged in the meeting materials 
provided to attendees.  

Please note—exhibit tables DO NOT include electrical power support or shipping fees. If you need 
electricity, please email us, and we will connect you with our hotel contact.  

To reserve your exhibit space, please complete the registration form below and or register and submit 
payment online at https://aovalverepairsymposium.com.  

Our full course agenda and faculty listing, exhibitor agreement and registration form, and IRS W-9 form 
for payment processing are attached to this email. 

https://aovalverepairsymposium.com/


Please complete and return the exhibitor agreement to 
catherine@globaleventsmanagementservices.com so we can reserve your exhibit space. 
Please remember—space is limited.  

Payment by ACH is preferred. If any documentation is required to process, please forward it along 
with your Exhibitor Application. Payment by credit card is also available; please contact us for more 
information.   

If payment by check is necessary, please make payable to Global Events and Management Services, LLC, 
and mail it to the following address: 

Global Events and Management Services LLC 
Attn:  Catherine Mikelson   
1805 Walnut Street  
Suite 6A  
Philadelphia, PA 19103  

Payment by August 15 is greatly appreciated.  THANK YOU! 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Catherine Mikelson at 
catherine@globaleventsmanagementservices.com or by phone at 610-202-2813. 

We appreciate your support of this important educational initiative and hope you will be able to join 
us.  

Sincerely, 

Joseph E. Bavaria, MD 
Munir Boodhwani, MD 
Nimesh Desai, MD PhD 

Prashanth Vallabhajosyula, MD MS 
John J. Kelly, MD

mailto:catherine@globaleventsmanagementservices.com
mailto:catherine@globaleventsmanagementservices.com


Exhibitor Registration Form 

Company Name (Exhibitor)(as it should appear on printed materials) 

Exhibit Levels – Please select 

Sapphire ($15,000)  __ 

Garnet ($10,000)       

Emerald ($7,500)      ___ 

Ruby ($5,000)         __ 

Pearl ($3,500)        

Lead Company Contact Person: 
Name: 

Email: 

Phone: 

All exhibitor staff must register through a link that will be included in your exhibitor 
confirmation letter 

The person signing below has read the “Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education” 
guidelines below and is authorized to enter into this agreement: 

Exhibitor Representative Name Signature Date 

AVRS Representative Name Signature Date 

Activity Title 6th North American Aortic Valve Repair Symposium 

Location Sofitel Philadelphia 
120 S. 17th St 
Philadelphia, PA 

Dates September 6-7, 2024 



 
 
 

 
Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education 

 
1. Exhibitor agrees to abide by ACCME Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing 

Education (Standard 5) as stated at www.accme.org.  
 
2. Exhibitor may distribute promotional materials at their exhibit space only. Distribution of pharmaceuticals or 

other samples is prohibited.  
 

3. All commercial support associated with the activity will be given with the full knowledge of the provider. No 
additional payments, goods, services or events will be provided to the course directors, planning committee 
members, faculty, joint sponsor, or any other party involved with the activity.  

 
4. Completion of this agreement represents a commitment and payment is due and collectible by the activity date 

unless otherwise agreed upon by the provider. Provider reserves the right to refuse exhibit space to exhibitor in 
the event of nonpayment or Code of Conduct violation.  

 
5. Provider agrees to provide exhibit space and may acknowledge exhibitor in activity announcements.  

 
6. Provider reserves the right to assign exhibit space or relocate exhibits at its discretion. The exhibitor and the 

provider agree to abide by all requirements of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
Standards for Commercial Support of Continuing Medical Education.  

 
7. No refunds will be issued for cancellations. 

 

http://www.accme.org/
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Day 1 - Friday, September 6, 2024 
 
6:30 AM – 7:30 AM 
Registration & Breakfast 
 
6:45 AM -7:30 AM 
Networking/Breakfast/Visit with Industry Partners 
(Note:  there will be “looping” detailed surgical videos featuring aortic valve repair and 
advanced aortic root operations throughout the venue) 
 
7:30 AM – 7:45 AM 
Opening remarks and “The Aortic Root Universe”: National trends from the STS database 
Joseph Bavaria MD  
Munir Boodhwani MD 
 
SESSION I: THE AORTIC ROOT AND VALVE: TACKLING THE FUNDAMENTALS 
Moderators: Joseph Bavaria MD, Eric Isselbacher MD (a third TBD) 
 
7:45 AM - 8:00 AM  
Aortic Valve Anatomy and Function 
Roland Assi MD 
 
8:00 AM - 8:15 AM  
Surgical thresholds for operating on the ascending aorta: (Focus on BAV and Sporadic) What 
do the 2022 ACC/AHA AORTA guidelines tell us and why? 
Karen Kim MD 
 
8:15 AM - 8:25 AM 
Treatment in Thoracic Aortic Aneurysm:  Early insights from the first Randomized Controlled 
Trial in the treatment ascending aortic aneurysms (7 min presentation, 3 min discussion) 
Jehangir Appoo, MD 
 
Comprehensive Exploration into Aortic Valve Insufficiency; “The Misunderstood Valve Lesion” 
Moderators: Joseph Bavaria MD, Eric Isselbacher MD, Ismail El-Hamamsy MD  
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8:25 AM – 8:35 AM 
Aortic Valve Insufficiency and the 2021 European Valve Guidelines:  What can we learn? 
Friedhelm Beyersdorf MD 
 
8:35 AM -8:50 AM 
CARDIOLOGY KEYNOTE LECTURE 
Natural History of Aortic Insufficiency and Guidelines for Medical and Surgical Management 
Eric Isselbacher MD 
 
8:50 AM -9:00 AM 
Is it surging into the fast lane? Aortic Valve Insufficiency and CMR:  What should we know? 
Andrew Peters MD 
 
9:00 AM -9:20 AM 
Panel Discussion on emerging diagnostic and management paradigms for Aortic Valve 
Insufficiency 
Moderator:  Joseph Bavaria MD 
Expert Panel:  Eric Isselbacher MD, Emmanuel Lansac MD PhD, Friedhelm Beyersdorf MD, 
Karen Kim MD, Andrew Peters MD 
 
9:20 AM – 9:40 AM 
TEE Assessment of the Aortic Valve & Root: What every repair surgeon and echo 
anesthesiologist needs to know (15 min lecture, 5 min discussion) 
Adam Dryden MD 
 
9:40 AM – 10:15 AM 
Interoperative Valve Analysis: Understanding Aortic Valve Assessment with Focus on 
Mechanisms of Insufficiency…..”how does one think?” 
Moderator: Joseph Bavaria MD 
Echocardiography Moderator: Jared Feinman MD 
Video Moderator:  John J Kelly MD 
Expert Panel: Gebrine El-Khoury MD, Munir Boodhwani MD, Emmanuel Lansac, Maral 
Ouzounian MD, Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD 
 
10:15 AM – 10:35 PM 
Coffee break and visit with Industry 
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SESSION II: MANAGING THE AORTIC ROOT AND ANNULUS: Techniques for Reconstruction 
Moderators: Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD, Maral Ouzounian MD PhD  
   
Introduction of Honorary Speaker 
Nimesh Desai MD PhD 
 
10:35 AM – 10:55 AM 
Honorary Lecture:  Bicuspid Aortic Valve Repair:  From the early days to the present…what 
have we learned from the Cleveland Clinic Experience? 
Eric Roselli MD 
 
10:55 AM – 11:05 AM 
Deep External Dissection of the Aortic Root: Technique and Pitfalls 
Munir Boodhwani MD 
 
11:05 AM – 11:15 AM 
Valve-sparing root 3-cusp reimplantation technique (Tips and Tricks) Valsalva Graft 
Wilson Szeto MD  
 
11:15 AM – 11:25 AM 
Valve-sparing root replacement - different perspectives 
George Arnoutakis MD 
 
11:25 AM – 11:35 AM 
Valve sparing surgery in connective tissue/syndromic disorders: special considerations 
Himanshu Patel MD 
 
11:35 AM – 11:45 AM  
(Live-in-box; 7-minute video, 3 minutes for introduction/echos/conclusion) 
Valve-sparing root reimplantation technique in a 3-cusp valve (tailored graft) 
Thomas Gleason MD 
 
11:45 AM – 12:00 PM 
(Live-in-box with clinical examples) 
Video Session:  Aortic Root Aneurysm - tricuspid valve and specific lesion sets  
Pouya Youssefi MD 
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12:00 PM-12:15 PM 
Discussion of video techniques 
Moderator: Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD, Maral Ouzanian MD 
Expert Panel: Munir Boodhwani MD, Pouya Youssefi MD, Wilson Szeto MD, Himanshu Patel 
MD, George Arnaoutakis MD, Thomas Gleason MD 
 
12:15 PM-12:20 PM 
Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
 
12:20 PM – 12:45 PM 
SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Three Decades of Aortic Valve Repair: What have we learned and what’s next? 
Gebrine El-Khoury MD 
 
12:45 PM-12:50 PM 
Q&A with keynote speaker 
Moderator:  Munir Boodhwani MD 
 
12:50 PM – 1:10 PM 
BREAK 
Pick up lunch and visit with Industry 
 
1:10 PM – 1:40 PM (with lunch) 
LUNCH AT THE MOVIES 
Rapid Fire Video Presentations/Abstracts on Valve Repair and Related Procedures  
Marijan Koprivanac MD, Bradley Carter MD, Konstadinos Plestis MD, Edward Percy MD,  
Scott Deroo MD 
Moderators: Chris Mehta MD 
Video Moderator:  John J Kelly MD 
Panel: Nimesh Desai MD PhD, Josh Grimm MD, Roland Assi MD, and Kendall Lawrence MD 
 
1:40 PM – 1:50 PM 
BREAK 
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SESSION III:  ROSS MASTERCLASS: a deep dive into the Ross for unrepairable valves 
Moderators: Nimesh Desai MD PhD, Shinichi Fukuhara MD  
 
1:50 PM – 2:00 PM 
Outcomes following the Ross Procedure: What does the latest data say? 
William Brinkman MD 
 
2:00 PM – 2:10 PM 
Ross Procedure: Full Root Technique – How and why I do it 
Michael Chu MD 
 
2:10 PM – 2:20 PM 
Supported Ross in AI: How and why I do it  
Shinichi Fukuhara MD 
 
2:20 PM – 2:30 PM  
Individualized approach to autograft protection: Techniques and Video demonstration 
Christopher Burke MD 
 
2:30 PM – 2:40 PM 
Sizing and Implanting the Pulmonary Homograft 
Elbert Williams MD 
 
2:40 PM – 2:50 PM  
Ross Procedure for BAV, AI, and dilated annulus: Techniques and Outcomes 
Nimesh Desai MD PhD 
 
2:50 PM – 3:05 PM 
Panel Discussion: (Theme: Patient and technique selection for Ross in Aortic Valve Insufficiency) 
Moderator: Nimesh Desai MD PhD 
Expert Panel: Shinichi Fukuhara MD, Chris Burke MD, Elbert Williams MD, Michael Chu MD, 
William Brinkman MD 
 
3:05 PM – 3:30 PM 
Abstract & Video Session #2 
Moderators:  Bradley Leshnower MD, Christopher Burke MD 
Amine Mazine MD, Edward Percy MD, TBD 
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3:30 PM – 3:45 PM 
SESSION IV: REPAIR, REPLACE, AND ADVANCED ROOT PROCEDURES 
Moderator: Chad Hughes MD 
 
3:45 PM -3:55 PM 
BioBentall: How I do it? 
Josh Grimm MD 
 
3:55 PM – 4:05 PM  
VSRR for Type A dissection: How I do it? 
Bradley Leshnower MD 
 
4:05 PM - 4:30 PM 
Panel Discussion ‘The Art of the Possible’ – Would you repair this valve?  
Presenters: Aurelien Vallee MD  
Moderator: Munir Boodhwani MD 
Video Moderator: John Kelly 
Echo Moderator: Adam Dryden, Bonnie Milas MD 
Panel: Gebrine El-Khoury MD, Joseph Bavaria MD, Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD, Emmanuel 
Lansac MD, Eric Roselli MD 
 
 
4:30 PM - 4:40 PM 
Clinical Outcomes with the Bentall Procedure in Aortic Valve Insufficiency with Root Aneurysm  
Filip Casselman MD 
 
4:45 PM– 5:10 PM 
Debate: Aortic Valve Repair should not be performed in patients over age 65 
Moderator: George Arnaoutakis MD 
Yes, repair the valve:   Munir Boodhwani MD 
No, do not repair: Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD 
 
5:10 PM – 5:35 PM  
THE BATTLE OF THE TORONTO DIASPORA! 
Debate: Acute Type A Aortic Dissection with severe AI in a hemodynamically stable patient 
Moderator: Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD 
Replace the valve/Bentall: TBD 
Repair the valve/VSRR: Maral Ouzanian MD PhD 
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5:30 PM – 5:35 PM 
Closing Remarks 
Munir Boodhwani MD 
Joseph Bavaria MD 
 
5:35 PM – 7:00 PM 
Cocktail Reception 
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DAY 2 – Saturday, September 7, 2024 
 
6:45 AM – 7:45 AM 
Registration and Breakfast 
 
7:40 AM – 7:45 AM 
Opening remarks 
Joseph Bavaria MD 
Munir Boodhwani MD 
 
7:45 AM -8:05 AM 
SPECIAL ROUNDTABLE:  two physician-patients and why BAV Repair is so important. 
Prashant Kedia MD, Todd Crawford MD 
 
SESSION IV: BICUSPID AORTIC VALVE REPAIR  
Moderators:  Joseph Bavaria, S. Christopher Mailasrie MD 
 
8:05 AM – 8:15 AM 
BAV Aortopathy: When should we intervene/review specific BAV aorta guidelines? 
Elaine Tseng MD 
 
8:15 AM – 8:30 AM 
HONORARY SURGICAL ANATOMY LECTURE   
New Radical Anatomy and Classification Standards for Bicuspid Aortic Valve Insufficiency: 
Symmetric, Asymmetric, the “Michelena” continuum and Implications for repair  
S. Christopher Malaisrie MD 
 
Video Session: BAV repair +/- Root Aneurysm  
 
8:30 AM – 8:40 AM 
BAV repair with root reimplantation (symmetric) [Live in box] 
Munir Boodhwani MD 
 
8:40 AM – 8:50 AM 
BAV repair with root reimplantation (asymmetric 140-160) [Live in box] 
Joseph Bavaria MD 
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8:50 AM– 9:00 AM 
BAV repair, severe AI, complex   
TBD 
 
9:00 AM– 9:10 AM 
Isolated BAV repair with intact root and external annuloplasty ring  
Emmanuel Lansac MD PhD 
 
9:10 AM – 9:20 AM 
Type I R/L BAV repair with selective sinus replacement [Live in box] 
G. Chad Hughes MD 
 
9:20 AM – 9:35 AM 
BAV SPECIAL LECTURE 
Managing the spectrum of BAV pathology: From symmetric to the very asymmetric BAV [Live-
in-box] 
Gebrine El Khoury MD 
 
9:35 AM – 9:45 AM 
Internal stabilization with Annuloplasty ring and reimplantation procedure  
T. Brett Reece MD 
 
9:45 AM – 10:00 AM 
Panel Discussion 
Moderator: Joseph Bavaria, MD, Gebrine El-Khoury MD 
Expert Panel: Munir Boodhwani MD, Joseph Bavaria MD, Elaine Tseng MD, Emmanuel Lansac 
MD PhD, G. Chadd Hughes MD, T. Brett Reece MD 
 
10:00 AM - 10:05 AM 
Introduction of Honorary Speaker  
Joseph Bavaria MD 
 
10:05 - 10:20 AM 
HONORARY LECTURE 
Rationale for Aortic Annuloplasty for a step-by-step valve-sparing root replacement  
Emmanuel Lansac MD PhD 
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10:20 AM – 10:45 AM 
Coffee Break and Visit with Industry 
 
SESSION V:  AORTIC VALVE REPAIR 2.0 - CHALLENGES, CONTROVERSIES, AND NOVEL 
APPROACHES 
Moderators:  S. Christopher Malaisrie MD, and Himanshu Patel MD 
 
10:45 AM – 10:55 AM 
Avoiding and Addressing Complications in AV Repair: Pacemakers, Perforations, Fistulas, & 
Coronaries 
Mark Peterson MD PhD 
 
10:55 AM – 11:10 AM 
Symmetric vs. Asymmetric Repair of the BAV: Video Examples and Nuanced Decision Making 
Prashanth Vallabhajosyula MD 
 
11:10 AM – 11:20 AM 
Cusp Shaving to Improve Coaptation and Enable Valve Repair 
Hugo Issa, MD 
 
11:20 AM – 11:45 AM 
A Titanic and Relevant Debate: Very Asymmetric Bicuspid Aortic Valve with Severe Aortic Valve 
Insufficiency in a 25-year-old patient: Repair or Ross  
Repair: Joseph Bavaria MD.   Ross: Nimesh Desai MD PhD 
 
11:45 AM – 11:55 PM 
Special Session: “The Valve Leaks, What do I do?” 
The Valve Leaks: Approach to Recurrent AI following AV repair (Echo + Surgery joint talk) 
Echo: Adam Dryden, MD.      Surgery: Ming Guo, MD 
 
12:00 PM – 12:30 PM 
Panel Discussion: Assessing the repaired valve – when to re-explore and re-repair/replace? 
Moderator: Munir Boodhwani MD 
Expert Panel: Emily MacKay MD, Gebrine El-Khoury MD, Adam Dryden MD, Emmanuel Lansac 
MD PhD 
 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM 
Break to pick up lunch and visit with Industry 
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SESSION VI: Working Lunch – Advanced Imaging Symposium  
Moderator: Nimesh Desai MD PhD, Elaine Tseng MD and William Brinkman MD 
 
1:00 PM - 1:10 PM 
Using imaging to assess aortic stiffness and compliance and predict outcomes in aortopathy 
Thais Coutinho MD  
  
1:10 PM - 1:20 PM 
Understanding the leftward shift: Where and how should we measure the Root and Ascending 
Aorta? 
John Elefteriades MD  
  
1:20 PM - 1:30 PM 
AI Based Aortic Analysis – Is it Ready for Prime Time? 
Randy Moore MD  
  
1:30 PM - 1:40 PM 
Can Novel Imaging Techniques Guide Aortic Valve Repairs? 
Allison Pouch MD  
 
1:40 PM - 2:00 PM 
Panel Discussion 
Moderator: Nimesh Desai MD PhD 
Panelists: Thais Coutinho MD, John Elefteriades MD, Randy Moore MD, Alison Pouch MD 
 
2:00 PM 
Closing Remarks and Adjournment  
Joseph E. Bavaria MD 
Munir Boodhwani MD 
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